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La Belle France  
Lakes, Mountains and beautiful Annecy
 

ur holiday is based in the beautiful town of Annecy, located in 

the Haute Savoie department of south east France, it offers 

beautiful scenic walking at a gentle and relaxed pace in addition to 

great sightseeing and a town retreat.  It is situated on the edge of the 

beautiful turquoise Lac d’Annecy (which could all too often be 

mistaken for the beautiful shores of Southern France); to the south it 

is surrounded by the lofty ridge of Le Semnoz and to the east lined 

by the peaks of La Tournette. 

 

Annecy could so easily be described as a fairytale setting. With its 

canal running through the centre next to its narrow little streets, the 

old prison (now a local museum) which still sits in the middle of the 

canal, and its castle overlooking the town from the hilltop. It offers 

some great ‘Kodak Moments’!  It is a great centre which has a 

wonderful historic charm; it has often been described as one of the 

most beautiful towns in the French Alps, making it a great place to 

enjoy sociable evenings, with good food and wine. 

 

We will have private transfers to take us up to parts of the mountains 

which offer the best gentle and sensationally scenic walking, we will 

enjoy a delightful boat journey across Lac d’Annecy, in addition to 

time spent just ambling around and exploring our surroundings. 

 

 

 

 

If you long for the delights of scenic France, but with the relaxation of 

mountain air and gentle walking, and the varied hues of the lakes, 

then this is the holiday for you!  

 

 
Annecy Town 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Daily Itinerary 

 
ur itinerary is expected to follow the daily schedule outlined below but please bear in mind that the order of the days may be amended, or 

walks substituted, due to weather conditions or changes beyond our control. Distances, ascent/descent and timings are all approximate 

and refer only to the countryside walking element of each day. 

 

Day 1 – We will fly to Geneva and then transfer by road to Annecy 

(approximately one hour). We may have time for an orientation walk 

before an enjoyable dinner in the town. 

 

Day 2 – We start our week by exploring the medieval centre, with 

photo opportunities on every street corner. The morning market will 

be the perfect place for stocking up on picnic supplies.  After lunch 

we can enjoy a leisurely walk along the lake shore.   

 

Day 3 – Today we will enjoy another sensational walk high in the 

mountains.  We will have a private transfer into the mountains east 

of Annecy and stop at the Col de la Forclaz for a wonderful view of 

the Lac d’Annecy. Continuing we arrive at the bottom of the wide 

track leading to the Col de l’Aulp. A relaxed (but uphill!) stroll will 

take us to the col itself where we can enjoy magnificent views in 

every possible direction! 

4km (2 miles); 250m↑/ 250m↓; 2 hours 

 

 
Annecy Lake seen from Col de la Forclaz 
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Day 4 – After breakfast we will catch a train to Chambery for the 

day.  We will have time to explore this historical capital of the former 

kingdom of Savoy.  A lovely walk up through woods and meadows 

will lead us to Les Charmettes, the philosopher Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau’s favourite retreat. 

5km (3 miles); 145m↑/ 145m↓; 2.5 hours 

 

Day 5 – Today we will head to the Lac d’Annecy for a boat trip.  We 

cross the lake to Menthon, a pretty little lakeside village, and then 

enjoy a gentle walk up to the Chateau of Menthon St Bernard.  After 

our visit we will continue our walk back to the lakeside and make the 

pleasant trip back by boat to Annecy, calling at more charming 

lakeside locations on the way. 

 

 
View from Col de l'Aulp 

 

Day 6 – A free day to relax and enjoy Annecy’s lakes and canals.  If 

you fancy something a bit further afield, why not catch a train to Aix-

les-Bains?  Or go deeper into the Alps to the picturesque village of 

Le Grand Bornand, at the foot of the spectacular Aravis Mountains? 

Your Adagio Leader will be more than happy to advise you of the 

different options. 

 

Day 7 – Today we will have a private transfer which will take us high 

up into the Bauges Massif, where we  will be dropped in the perfect 

location, enabling us to soak up the magnificent views of Mont Blanc 

and Lac du Bourget, followed by  a fairly gentle walk along an 

undulating ridge and through beautiful meadows.  

6.5km (4 miles); 100m↑ / 100m↓; 2 ½ hours 

 

Day 8 – Sadly our enchanting holiday has come to an end.  We will 

take a private transfer to Geneva airport for our flight back to London 

Heathrow. 

___________________________________________________ 

Annecy 
 

nnecy is a wonderful town, and an idyllic base for our Haute 

Savoie holiday. The town has plenty of bars and restaurants to 

visit in the evening.  It is also a lovely place to have a stroll through 

when dusk is turning into night and the canal and museum are lit up, 

truly endearing! 

 

The Hotel Splendid is a couple of minutes’ walk away from a 

supermarket, bakers and plenty of other small shops. There is a 

bank, post office and several cashpoints.  There is also a delightful 

food market each Tuesday, Friday and Saturday - the perfect place 

to pick up some essential picnic fillings and other intriguing items. 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________ 

The Hotel Splendid 

4 Quai Eustache Chappuis 

74000 Annecy – France 

+33 450 45 17 16 

info@splendidhotel.fr / www.splendidhotel.fr 

 

he three star Hotel Splendid is located opposite the canal in the 

heart of the historic quarter of Annecy, making it perfect for 

those of you who seek to explore Annecy in your own time.  

Recently renovated it offers great comfort and style, a great place to 

relax after exploring the town.  

 

 
The Hotel Splendid 

 

The bedrooms and public rooms alike are modern and comfortable. 

 

A large buffet breakfast and five dinners are included in the price of 

the holiday.  Breakfasts will be taken in the hotel and dinners will be 

taken in local restaurants.   We don’t include lunches in the price of 

the holiday – normally these can be taken as a picnic or in a 

pleasant café. 

 

Hotel room facilities include: 

Minibar, internet, air-conditioning, cable/satellite LCD screen TV, 

safe, kettle (no teabags/coffee so please bring some if you wish) and 

hairdryer. 

_________________________________________________________ 

Local Sightseeing 
 

ocal transport costs and entrance fees are included in the 

holiday cost. We have a wonderful programme of walking, 

sightseeing and boat trips to keep you busy along with plenty of 

opportunities to relax and enjoy your surroundings and hotel. 

 

 
Le Semnoz 
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_________________________________________________________ 

Adagio Leader 
 

n Adagio Leader will accompany you throughout the holiday. 

They are all experienced travelers with a love for exploring and 

will help capture the true essence of the destination with their 

stories, knowledge and insights.  They are well-organized, pay great 

attention to detail and enjoy being with people.  They are there to 

help make your holiday as enjoyable and stress free as possible. 

 

 
Annecy Canal du Thiou 

_____________________________________________________ 

What to bring 
 

e recommend you bring the following items with you: 

 

• Walking boots with a good sole and waterproof uppers. A 

good pair of walking shoes is ok if you know you have strong 

ankles. 

• Waterproof jacket and trousers. It does rain sometimes! 

• A sunhat, fleece hat and gloves… to cover all weather 

eventualities - particularly when we head up into the mountains 

it will be significantly cooler than the Annecy we leave behind. 

• Sun cream. The sun can be very strong at altitude. 

• A litre water bottle. 

• A picnic knife, fork and spoon, as required. 

• A simple basic first aid kit. 

• A daypack to hold all the above. 

• Walking poles can be a useful addition should you use them. 

 

 
Annecy market stall  

 

______________________________________________________ 

Passports, Visas & Insurance 
and other important information 
 

lease make sure you are insured for guided walking below 

2000m. Please also take your European Health Insurance Card 

(EHIC) with you - it will help in the event of an emergency.  Please 

note that the EHIC has an expiry date and check that your card is 

still valid for the duration of your holiday. 

 

You will need a full passport to visit France. Passport, visa and 

health requirements can change at any time. It is your own 

responsibility to ensure that you inform yourself from a professionally 

qualified source on, and comply with, such requirements. Advice on 

vaccinations is available from your GP, or can be obtained from the 

Medical Advisory Services for Travellers Abroad (MASTA). In 

addition, general travel advice is available from the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office at www.fco.gov.uk/travel. 

 

Please also see our General Information booklet for more important 

information and advice regarding your holiday arrangements. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Travel Information 
 

 e fly from London Heathrow to Geneva and return with 

British Airways. The flight is approximately 1 hour and 40 

minutes. 

 

Details of your baggage allowance will be confirmed in your travel 

documents, sent to you approximately 10 days before departure. 

 

We will have a private coach transfer to Annecy which will take 

approximately one hour. 

 

During the week we’ll travel on foot, by train, road and boat. 

 

If you intend joining and leaving the party in Annecy, we assume, 
unless you have advised us otherwise, that you will meet and leave 
the party at our hotel.  If this is not your intention, please let us know 
in writing at least 5 weeks before departure. 
 

______________________________________________________ 

Maps, Books and Websites 
 

Recommended maps of the area, and one which covers all of our 
walks are  
 

• IGN 1:25 000 3431 OT Lac d’Annecy 

• IGN 1:25 000 3332 OT Chambery  
 

 

The Rough Guide to France has several pages on the Annecy area 

and lots of other in-depth information about the country. 

 

The Annecy Tourist Office’s website is www.lac-annecy.com with 

information on all sorts of things in Annecy itself and helpful 

information on the area. 
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View from Col de l’Aulp 

 
If you cannot find the maps or books locally we recommend: 

 

The Map Shop 

15 High Street 

Upton upon Severn, Worcs 

WR8 0HJ 

England 

Tel: 01684 593 146  Fax: 01684 594 559 

 

Website: www.themapshop.co.uk 

E-mail: themapshop@btinternet.com 

 

If you key many of the local places mentioned in this holiday fact 

sheet into YouTube (www.youtube.com), you will find a vast array of 

spectacular footage of the area. 

 
______________________________________________________ 

Holiday Dates 2020 
 
Holiday: La Belle France 
Tour Code: 50300 
 
Departures on Monday for one week on: 
 

• Monday 18th May 

• Monday 25th May 

• Monday 14th September 

• Monday 21st September 
______________________________________________________ 

Booking and Further information 

 

Please call us on 01707 386700 or email us at info@adagio.co.uk 

 

You may wish to review the latest version of this Holiday Information 

Sheet online prior to travel. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Notes 
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